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The Dutch continued in the French alliance until
after Richelieu's death, but not very much was done
in the way of fighting. At the congress at Munster
and Osnabriick, it was soon ascertained that the
Dutch were ready to make peace without waiting
for France, and in 1648 the war between Spain
and the Seven Provinces was ended by the formal
acknowledgment of Dutch independence. Not until
twelve years later were France and Spain able to
agree on terms.

While Sweden was carrying on the war in Ger-
many, and France was engaged in the Low Countries
and the Spanish possessions, negotiations for peace
began. The council by which the Thirty Years'
War was brought to an end proceeded with as
much deliberation as the contest itself. As early as
1636, it was decided to call a council at Cologne by
which the great war might be closed. It was con-
vened under the sanction of the Pope, and in 1639,
Mazarin, who had just become a French citizen, was
chosen as the representative of France. But years
elapsed before the first meeting of the body; not
until 1644 did the representatives of the various
nations assemble at Munster, which had finally been
selected as the place of meeting.

Richelieu entertained little hope that these en-
deavours for peace would meet with immediate
success. Austria and Spain were not sufficiently
exhausted to accede to the terms demanded by the
allies, and it required the victories of Cond6 and
Turenne to obtain for France the advantages which
she sought. By the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 a peril to their own safety.,waited* Theis victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
